
Mission Statement: The Colleges and Universities of the South Metropolitan Higher Education
Consortium collaborate to enhance educational services and programs in the Chicago Southland.
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Find a program for YOU! IIT offers more than
100 areas of study. Undergraduate, graduate &

certificate courses,
IT, Computing, Engineering, Logistics & more!

Contact Us: 630-682-6001 or
Visit Our Site @ www.iit.edu

Make an investment in yourself this year.
Consider a degree to advance your career

options. If you’re an adult interested
in earning your degree,

call (815) 836-5610
Visit Our Site @ www.lewisu.edu

JJC offers more than you can imagine!
More than 100 degree and certificate

programs plus flexible classes make it easy
to achieve your dreams.

Call today at (815) 729-9020
or visit www.jjc.edu

Contact Us: 888-205-2281 or
Visit Our Site @ www.northwesterncollege.edu

Job Fair
Oct. 21, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Auditorium

For Information: 708-709-3755
Or Visit Our Site @ prairiestate.edu

Register for Winter Quarter!

Attend during the day, evening, or on Saturday.
Classes begin December 2nd!

Late-start classes begin Oct. 19 and after.
Register today!

Oct. 18, 1-4 p.m. – Bring the family to our Building
Dedications/Open House! Tours, science and culinary

arts demos, music, food, kids’ activities, and more.

Contact us: 877-YES-MVCC
or www.morainevalley.edu

Second 8-Week Classes begin October 19, 2009.
Call the student Help Center at 708-210-5718.

Contact us: 708-596-2000
SouthSuburbanCollege.edu

What are the best-paying and fastest-growing
career fields? According to the U.S. Government
Bureau of Labor Statistics, they’re in business,

engineering, and applied sciences—just what we
teach at DeVry.

For information Call 708-342-3100
www.tp.devry.edu

South Suburban College

Dr. Vandana Shiva
Physicist, Environmentalist, Author of

Sustainability and the Global Food Crisis

Tuesday, Oct. 27, 7:30 p.m.
USF Recreation Center - Free Admission

For more information, call University Relations at (815) 740-3496.
www.stfrancis.edu

Contact Us: 800-735-7500

C O N N E C T T Ohighereducation
Celebrate in Style

GSU celebrates its 40th Anniversary on November
7 with a special reception, DJ/dancing, and a
performance of A Tribute to Motown Greats.

Tickets $50.
Call 708.534.4128 or visit www.govst.edu/40years.

Lecture by Mary Catherine
Hilkert, O.P., Ph.D.

“The Human Vocation and the Catholic
University: Revisiting Gaudium et spes”

Thurs. Oct 8 at 6:30 p.m.
More information: 773-298-3981

-

*Program guidelines apply.

Up to $15,000* in College Financial
Assistance!

GREAT PART TIME JOBS

Two women, a mother and a grandmother
with different stories, share one common
goal – the desire to change the course of their
lives. Each chose to return to college at Gover-
nors State University, earn a degree, and gain
confidence, knowledge, understanding, and a
brighter future.

“After 30 years of working downtown,
completing some college, getting married,
and having two children, I experienced highs
and lows in my career. I was laid off from two
major corporations in 10 years and knew it
was time to return to school to earn my bach-
elor’s degree,” said Laurie Giller of Bradley.

Theresa M. Tofiga of Oak Lawn faced a
similar situation. “I was a single mom, worked
two jobs, and raised three children. It has
been a struggle. Over the years, I learned that
without an education, it is impossible to se-
cure financial stability. Now I am setting an
example for my kids and grandkids.”

Giller and Tofiga are currently enrolled in
the Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Stud-
ies (IDSS) program at Governors State Univer-
sity in University Park. IDSS enables students
to earn credit for previous work and life expe-
rience. Education received through work and
life experiences is often comparable to college
courses and can be credited toward a bach-
elor’s degree.

Giller’s individually-designed program con-
centrates on business courses, which enhance
her qualifications in her current job with Cold-
well Banker in Bradley. “I find the things I am
learning in class very useful at work. My goal
is to go on for my MBA.”

Tofiga is focusing her studies on communi-
cations; she plans to earn a master’s degree in
communications after she receives her bach-
elor’s degree.

Giller’s and Tofiga’s dedication to achiev-
ing their educational goals is illustrated by
their personal sacrifices and the honors and
scholarships they have each earned.

Tofiga, who had to sell her car to help pay
for her tuition one trimester, was recently
named the 2009 recipient of the Robert A.
Pringle Memorial Scholarship. The $500 schol-
arship is awarded to students in IDSS pro-
grams for their commitment to their educa-
tion and academic success.

To help her earn her degree, Giller was
awarded the St. Paul Federal Scholarship pre-
sented by the GSU Foundation and the Jane
Klausman Scholarship presented by the Zonta
Club of Kankakee.

For more information about the Governors
State University Bachelor of Arts in Interdisci-
plinary Studies program, call 708.534.4092
or visit www.govst.edu/sidl.

Facing the Future
with a Degree
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University
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